THE  ECONOMIC SIDE                                239
3ut when the Empire's  roads have been completed,
uses have been built and shops are adequately supplied
th goods, in brief, when the process of normalization has
en further developed and, in addition, when exploitation
the soil and trade in Italian East Africa have made
eater progress, then the home country will be able to
ap her reward for the great sacrifices which for years have
;en made on behalf of her colonies.
THE  CONSUMPTION  CAPACITY  OF  THE  ABYSSINIAN  MARKET
It is known that the French colonies take 54 per cent of ranee's exports and that the Motherland, for her part, ikes 48 per cent of the exports of her foreign possessions, /hat ratio can be expected in the case of Italian East ifrica?
Immediately war  ended,   and  when  the  new  Italian olonies were open, Italian exporters and importers and etailers already established in Abyssinia hoped and believed hat business would rapidly boom.   All of them hastened to :>e there in time to gain a share of the spoil.   Naturally :>nly firms which were in possession of a new, valid licence were permitted to trade, and others, which were notorious For their anti-Italian sympathies, had to go out of business. Many old-established and well-known Italian houses (for instance Zingone)  opened,  in  1936, large branches and depots in Addis Abeba, and smaller ones in the less important places, and filled them to the roof with goods.   A commission   appointed   by   the   Imperial  Association   of Merchants planned to erect, after the pattern of bazaars, a series of big stores, in which all important articles of everyday use would be on sale, and to establish large depots at different points from which to replenish stocks.
Business houses which had enjoyed greater experience in colonial conditions in East Africa held back for the present and very properly told themselves that the natives were not in a financial position to step up as valuable customers and that, should they acquire money, they would hoard